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1 km FMR at Brgy.Inug-ug now 

 

 

Farm to Market Roads (FMR) 

Lift Hopes of Residents of 

Inug-ug and Kudal for 

Development and Peace 

 

“Sustainable development is the pathway to the future 

we want for all. It offers a framework to generate 

economic growth, achieve social justice, exercise 

environmental stewardship and strengthen 

governance.”  
(Ban Ki-moon, South Korean diplomat and the eighth Secretary-

General of the United Nations from January 2007 to December 2016) 

 

Pagalungan is a Maguindanao word for “mirror”.  It was 

said that during Spanish colonial period, Pagalungan 

was just a sitio.  The old folks in the place said that there 

was a small creek and the water runs to a pond which 

was very deep and clear.   

 

The pond which they called as “migkawa” was used 

by the women as their mirror.  That is the origin of the 

name of the municipality which is now called 

Pagalungan. 

 

Pagalungan is a first class municipality with 39,653 

people based on the 2015 census.  It belongs to the 

province of Maguindanao and it comprises 12 

barangays, with Inug-ug as an Agrarian Reform 

Community composing 2 barangays, Inug-ug and 

Kudal. 

 

At the time when the province of Cotabato comprises 

the now provinces of Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao    

and Cotabato (1967 to 1973) Pagalungan was the capital town.  It was then the most populated 

municipality in the province, which was the reason why it was almost converted into a city during the 

60’s.  The population at that time was 30,000-40,000.  Internal conflicts and sporadic rebellions resulted 

in the very slow growth of the population.  To avoid the conflicts, the people fled to some safer 

locations at the now SOCCSKSARGEN Region.  Pagalungan ceased to be the capital of Cotabato 

province in 1973 since it became an integral part of the newly created province of Maguindanao. 

 

DAR - Italian Agrarian Reform Communities 

Development Support Program (DAR-IARCDSP) 

extended assistance to the realization of the most 

needed intervention for the long-neglected rural 

infrastructure development in Inug-ug ARC in the 

municipality of Pagalungan, Maguindanao. 

 

Inug-ug ARC includes two Barangays: Barangay 

Inug-ug with an area of 747.782 hectares out of 

which 645 are classified as agricultural land and 

Barangay Kudal with a larger area of 3,700.2159 

hectares where 2,493.259 are agricultural.  

 

250m concrete FMR at Brgy.Kudal now. 

Road condition before the concreting project in Kudal 
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Vast tract of agricultural lands in the ARC is devoted 

to rice, corn, palm oil, fruit trees and other minor 

crops.  Fishing is also a source of income in the 

barangays especially for the households near the 

Ligawasan Marsh and Pagalungan River popularly 

known as Rio Grande River.   

 

Farmers in their activities are constrained by poor and 

inadequate road network that affects the transport of 

farm products and their cost.  As a consequence, 

large portion of agricultural land is not utilized.  

 

The whole population suffer from the muddy roads of 

which portions are often flooded. School children are 

often absent and even dropped from school.  There 

are parents who rather prefer to send their children to 

their relatives in other barangays to guarantee their 

studies. Farmers had to bear the burden of additional 

transportation cost.   

 

In order to tackle and alleviate these problems 

and as a response to the needs indicated by 

people and communities in their Development 

Plan, DAR-IARCDSP Programme provided 

Pagalungan Municipality with the resources 

needed to rehabilitate 1 km farm to the market 

road with single barrel box culvert in Inug-ug 

and to the concreting of 250mts farm to the 

market road (Kudal).   

 

 

 

As a result, people have now better access to the roads and 

they are using them for many purposes including as fast way 

to reach the evacuation site in times of disasters like heavy 

rains, floods, typhoons. 

 

On the fourth of December, the turnover ceremony of both 

infrastructures was organized and it was attended by the 

Mayor of Pagalungan, Hon. Salik Mamasabulod, the 

Barangay Council, DAR Regional Secretary Ms. Bello, the 

Maguindanao Provincial Agrarian Reform Officer, CPMU 

Team headed by the National Project Coordinator Mr. Anuar 

Acop, the Municipal Agrarian Officers within the DAR-Italian 

Project, media representatives and most importantly, the 

farmers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inug-ug road before the construction project 

School children at Kudal 

Turn over Ceremony 
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MPDC Jose Larry A. Mendoza, CE stated that 

development is one path towards peace and 

sustainable development starts with a good 

prioritization of projects which have an economic 

impact and then can uplift the economic 

condition of the people.  He added that 

sustainability would mean sense of ownership and 

active participation of stakeholders especially the 

local populace. 

 

Community leaders 

were very thankful for 

the projects.  Inug-ug 

Brgy. Chairman Ali B. 

Murray said that the all-

weather road is 

already serving the 

local residents: farmers 

have easy access to 

the market and benefitted from the 

lessened freight and handling cost 

of farm produce.   

 

He further shared his desire to have 

good governance and sustainable development which is 

reachable only with the active involvement of the constituents 

and stakeholders. 

 

Zinraida P. Usop, Brgy Chairperson of 

Barangay Kudal likewise expressed 

appreciation for the assistance 

extended by DAR-IARCDSP. “It serves 

the farmers especially during land 

preparation and during harvest when 

they market their products” – she said 

and added  “300 school children in 

Kudal are now enjoying the road”.   

 

She further conveyed that during the construction, local laborers were given 

the opportunity to work and the cash they received in return were used to 

purchase fishing tools like nets and “pukot”.  Some of the amounts were 

used for food and for the needs of their children in school.  She concluded 

stating that she dreams of beautiful life for the constituents: young with high 

education and degree graduates and farmers with maximum profit from their 

land. 

  

Finally the Municipal Agrarian Reform Officer, Ms. Maimona Matalam 

expressed her gratitude for the projects.  She said that the projects are of big 

help to the residents, and she added that she hopes and desires for additional 

projects. She concluded stating that what matters most is that people, over 

projects like these, show a great sense of responsibility. 

School children now enjoy the good road and fish harvest can easily be 
transported to the nearest market or sold from house to house. 

The single box culvert at Inug-ug.  In the photo is Elsa 
Murray, the first lady of barangay Inug-ug 

Brgy Chairman Ali Murray 

Brgy Chairman Zinraida Usop 

MARO Maimona Matalam 

Brgy. Chairman Ali Murray 


