
 

 

 

Malungon I ARC of the Municipality of Malungon, Sarangani Province has recently received two (2) 

units span cable footbridges with lengths of 38 and 35 linear meters each and a 460 meters concrete 

farm to market road from DAR-Italian Agrarian Reform Communities Development Support Program 

(DAR-IARCDSP) in a turnover ceremony on July 5, 2018 in Barangay Atlae, Malungon. The footbridges 

are located in Sitio Mateo, Barangay Atlae (38 linear meters) and Barangay proper of Datal Tampal 

(35 linear meters). Barangay Datal Tampal also received the 460 meters concrete farm to market 

road that connects to the footbridge. The three sub-projects are worth PhP4.935 Million. 

 

 

The turnover of the three (3) sub-projects was jointly held at the covered court of Barangay Atlae. 

DAR Undersecretary Sylvia F. Mallari, Chief Technical Advisor, Carlo de Rosa, Sarangani Provincial 

Agrarian Reform Officer II Felix Frias and the Municipal Mayor of Malungon, Hon. Atty. Maria 

Theresa D. Constantino, led the ceremonial cutting of the ribbons of the three sub-projects on site. 

Also in attendance were Ms. Eleanor C. Hipolito, DAR-IARCDSP technical coordinator, DAR Provincial 

and Municipal officials, LGU officials and DAR-IARCDSP Central Project Management Unit (CPMU) 

headed by Engr. Anuar P. Acop, the National Project Coordinator. The turnover program symbolizes 

the handing over of the 

responsibilities from DAR-

IARCDSP to the Municipal and 

Barangay Local Government Units 

on the tasks of maintaining and 

ensuring that the subprojects will 

continually be useful to the target 

beneficiaries.  

Barangays Datal Tampal and Atlae 

are two of the four (4) barangays 

under Malungon I ARC and home 

to the Indigenous People of B’laan  

 

 

Malungon I ARC receives two-unit footbridges and 

a farm to market road  

The sub-projects:  38 linear meters span cable footbridge in Sitio Mateo, Barangay Atlae (left), 35 linear meters span cable 

footbridge in Barangay Datal Tampal (center), and 460 meters concrete road in Barangay Datal Tampal (right). 

Usec. Sylvia F. Mallari, Mayor Maria Theresa Constantino, CTA 

Carlo de Rosa and PARO Felix Frias during the ceremonial ribbon 

cutting of one of the sub-projects.  



 

Tribe. Their major livelihood is farming and primary crops consist of coconuts, corn and bananas. The 

combined total beneficiaries of the three sub-projects reached 1,082 households inclusive of 926 

Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries (ARBs) and 2,388 members of the B’laan tribe. These sub-projects 

were articulated in both the Barangay Development Plans and the larger ARC Development Plan of 

Malungon I ARC. This came out as farmers in the aforementioned barangays experienced hardships 

in transporting their farm inputs and products to market centres. Accessing basic services, like health 

and education was also a problem as motor vehicles cannot cross the old and dilapidated wooden 

bridge in Datal Tampal and there never was a bridge in Sitio San Mateo, Atlae.  

Mateo Elementary School in Sitio Mateo, Atlae has a total of 96 enrolled pupils for the current year 

and 91 of the children have to cross the river each day in order to go to school. The teachers 

disclosed that during rainy season and when the river water rises, the pupils cannot attend to their 

classes. And when in school, they rush home just upon seeing the dark clouds forming in the sky 

signalling rain. For this reason, children cannot fully concentrate on their studies, said the teachers.  

The subprojects are blessings to the communities, as expressed by Hon. Mayor Maria Theresa 

Constantino in her acceptance speech. She noted that DAR-IARCDSP gave to them these sub-projects 

because they were their expressed needs and many people worked hard for the realization of these 

projects. In closing, she enjoined her constituents to collective take care and maintain these sub-

projects so that they will effectively and sustainably serve their purpose. xxx 

The way how the residents cross the river before the construction of the bridge in Sitio Mateo (Left).  (Right) 

Usec. Sylvia Mallari and the guests enjoying the warm welcome from the school children of Mateo 

Elementary School, who are among the beneficiaries of the footbridge. 


